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I have been a parent educator since the summer of 2005.  I work primarily in Newton but do visit Walton as well.  I have a degree in education from Pittsburg State University.  I have been married to my husband Branden for over 10 years and we have three great boys, Tristan, Aidan, and Gavin.  We have a cat and two dogs and enjoy spending as much time outside as possible.





Melissa Meyer





Heidi Porter





I started working for Parents As Teachers 4 ½ years ago, after participating in the program with my first child.  I love working with young children and their families!  Before starting my own family, I taught children with special needs for USD 373.  My husband, Tim and I have two daughters, McKenna(5) and Devyn (3), and a son Dylan (20).  We also love our two dogs, Bella and Ollie.  Outside of work I enjoy playing with my girls watching movies and doing crossword puzzles.





Donna Anderson





Susan Graber





Patty Mellinger





I started working for Parents as Teachers in December, 2003.  I serve 15 Hesston families and 5 Newton families.  I grew up in the Hutchinson area, graduating from Buhler High School, then graduated from Bethel College with a Bachelor's degree in Social Work.  My husband, John, and I have been married for 18 years and we have two daughters.  John is and Engineer for Union Pacific Railroad.  Our oldest daughter, Lauren is 14 years old and is an 8th grader at Santa Fe Middle School.  Our youngest daughter, Courtney is 11 years old and is a 6th grader at Santa Fe Middle School.  We have an energetic 3 year-old Schnauzer named Mario.  Our family enjoys spending time together going to movies, playing games and doing various outdoor activities.





I am Susan Graber and the Parent Educator in Halstead/Bentley.  I live in Newton with my husband, Tony, who works at Bethel College.  We have two awesome sons, Christopher and Jeffrey, and two wonderful daughters-in-law, Mandi and Elisabeth, and two adorable grandchildren, Andrew and Lily.  They all live close so I love entertaining them and playing together.





I have worked in the early childhood field in a variety of positions.  I have taught preschool, had a licensed day care home and worked as a paraprofessional with special needs children.  Before I became a parent educator in 2008, I was the Director of the Newton Medical Center Child Care Center.  I have a Bachelor’s degree in Family and Child Development from Kansas State University and I have completed a Master’s degree in Early Childhood Education from Emporia State University.  





In my free (?) time, I enjoy reading, cooking and traveling.  Being a grandmother has become my favorite past time since grandchildren joined our family!











The P.A.T. program has been my professional home for 9 ½ years now.  I am a proud Wildcat,


having graduated from Kansas State University in Family & Child Development – a great background for a parent educator!  Previous experience with children and families include:  USD 373 Latchkey Coordinator for 7 years and various other “373” positions prior to that.  I also had a fairly short stint with the Harvey County Big Brothers Big Sisters Program.





My husband, Jim, and I will soon celebrate our 40th Wedding Anniversary.  Together we enjoy traveling around the country and taking day trips in Kansas!  We follow Newton sporting events, as well as K-STATE.  We even have been known to watch KU, WSU, the Chiefs, the Royals and other teams too.  Personally, I have rediscovered the joy of reading for fun!





We have two grown children, Liz & Pete.  Angie is our favorite daughter-in-law!  All live in the greater Wichita area.  When your children are in a stage that tests you, I can reassure you that ;children do grow, mature and become productive citizens!  It all happens so quickly too.  Your child will grow best – not because of a parent educator – but when you, as the parent, takes being your own child’s best and most influential teacher to heart.





It is a privilege to work in a wonderful program and have the opportunity to get to know so many young families in this area.  Thanks for sharing your lives with us!











